
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A-LEVEL 

Bengali 
Unit 2 – Reading and Writing 

Mark scheme 

 

 

2636 

June 2017 

 
Version: 1.0 Final 

 

 
  

www.xtrapapers.com



 

 

Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the 

relevant questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme includes any amendments 

made at the standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was 

used by them in this examination.  The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers 

the students’ responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same 

correct way.  As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ 

scripts. Alternative answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated 

for.  If, after the standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been 

raised they are required to refer these to the Lead Assessment Writer. 

 

It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and 

expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper.  Assumptions about future mark 

schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of 

assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular 

examination paper. 

 

 

Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aqa.org.uk 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2017 AQA and its licensors.  All rights reserved. 
AQA retains the copyright on all its publications.  However, registered schools/colleges for AQA are permitted to copy material from this 
booklet for their own internal use, with the following important exception: AQA cannot give permission to schools/colleges to photocopy any 
material that is acknowledged to a third party even for internal use within the centre. 
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Unit 2 
 

The assessment objectives will be allocated in the following way. 

 

  % of A2 Marks 

AO2 

AO3 

Response to written language 

Knowledge of grammar 

75 

25 

75 

25 

 TOTAL 100 100 

 

 

 

 AO2 AO3 

 

Section 1 

 

Section 2 

 

Section 3 

 

 

20 

 

15 

 

40 

 

 

 

5 

 

20 
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Question 

 

Accept (any one) Marks Notes 

1(a)(i)  weª‡U‡b PvKix wb‡q 

 weªwUk †g‡q‡`i‡K we‡q K‡i 

 

1 Or similar 

 

Question 

  

Accept (any one) Marks Notes 

1(a)(ii)  †`kx fvlv/ms¯‹…wZ wkwL‡q 

 †`kx ixwZbxwZ wkwL‡q 

 wb‡R‡`i ag©g‡Z 

 

1 Or similar 

 

Question 

 

Accept (any one) Marks Notes 

1(a)(iii)  wbR RvwZ I wbR a‡g©i g‡a¨ 

†Q‡j‡g‡q‡`i we‡qi e¨e¯’v 

wQ‡jv 

 ‡`k †_‡K †Q‡j‡g‡q G‡b 

we‡q †`Iqv 

 

1 Or similar 

 

Question 

 

Accept (any two) Marks Notes 

1(a)(iv)  GKmv‡_ e‡ov nIqvi Rb¨  

 Awdm-Av`vj‡Z PvKix Kivi 

Rb¨ 

  GKmv‡_ ‡jLvcov Kivi Rb¨ 

 GKmv‡_ †gjv‡gkvi Rb¨  

 

2 Or similar 

 

Question 

 

Accept (any two) Marks Notes 

1(a)(v)  ms¯‹…wZ‡Z 

 ixwZbxwZ‡Z  

 LvIqv-`vIqvq  

 †cvkvK-cwi”Q‡`  

 

2 Or similar 
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Question 

 

Accept Marks Notes 

1(a)(vi) †Q‡j‡g‡q I gv-evev‡`i wPšÍvavivi 

cwieZ©b 

 

1 Or similar 

 

Question 

 

Accept (any two) Marks Notes 

1(a)(vii)  Df‡qi g‡a¨ g‡bi/cQ›`- 

AcQ‡›`i/fv‡jv-g‡›`i wgj 

n‡j 

2 

 

 

 

Or similar 

 

Question 

 

Accept Marks 

 

1(b)(i) C 1 

 

Question 

 

Accept Marks 

1(b)(ii) 

 

A 1 

 

Question 

 

Accept Marks 

1(b)(iii) 

 

B 1 

 

Question 

 

Accept Marks 

1(b)(iv) A 1 

 

Question 

 

Accept Marks 

1(b)(v) 

 

C 1 

 

Question 

 

Accept Marks 

1(c)(i) µgk  1 

 

Question 

 

Accept Marks 

1(c)(ii) 

 
eûRvwZK 1 
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Question 

 

Accept Marks 

1(c)(iii) 

 
wfbœZv 1 

 

Question 

 

Accept Marks 

1(c)(iv) 

 
m¤§wZ 1 

 

Question 

 

Accept Marks 

1(c)(v) 

 
Awgj 1 

 

Total for Section 1 = 20 marks 
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For Section 2 the following criteria will be used for Response to Written Language (AO2). 
 
 

 Response to Written Language (AO2) 

 
12-15 

 
 
 

8-11 
 
 
 

5-7 
 
 
 

2-4 
 
 
 

0-1 

 
Very good understanding of the original, and translated accurately in 
language that has a wide range of vocabulary. Excellent spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 
 
Shows good understanding of the original, and translated in language 
that has a wide range of vocabulary. Accurate, with only a few minor 
errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 
Shows satisfactory understanding of the original, and translated in 
language that has a limited range of vocabulary. Errors in spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are intrusive and affect comprehension. 
 
Shows poor understanding of the original, and translated in language 
that has a very limited range of vocabulary. Errors in spelling, 
punctuation and grammar impede comprehension. 
 
Little or nothing of merit. 
 

 
 
For Section 2 the following criteria will be used for Knowledge of Grammar (AO3). 
 

 Knowledge of Grammar (AO3) 

 
5 
 
 

4 
 
 

3 
 
 

2 
 
 

0-1 
 

 
The grammatical structures in the specification are used accurately. 
There are a few errors and these are of a minor nature. 
 
Grammar is sound. Tenses and agreements are reliable, and errors 
occur only in the most difficult areas. 
 
The grammatical structures are known, but success in applying them 
is inconsistent, especially in less common structures. 
 
Evidence of gaps in basic grammar. Common structures are not 
sound and some irregular verbs are suspect. 
 
Errors are elementary and so numerous as to impede 
comprehension. 
 

 
 

Total for Section 2 = 20 marks 
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Section 3 
 
Only two questions/essays to be selected, each to be marked according to the following criteria. 
 
Reaction/Response   =  20 marks  (AO2) 
 
Knowledge of Grammar         =          10 marks  (AO3) 
 

 Response to Written Language (AO2) 

 
16-20 

 
 
 
 
 

11-15 
 
 
 
 

6-10 
 
 
 
 

1-5 
 
 
 
 

0 
 

 
Demonstrates a thorough knowledge and understanding of the topics/texts, with a 
wide range of sources and evidence used. The answer is relevant and is wide-
ranging in its treatment of the topics/texts/question. A good range of points 
evaluated, with conclusions. Clear evidence of personal reaction, well-
illustrated/justified. Well balanced and coherent. 
 
Demonstrates sound overall knowledge and understanding of the topics/texts. A 
good range of sources and guidance is used. The answer is generally relevant to the 
topic/question. Some attempt at evaluation and some personal reaction, not always 
convincingly justified. Clear structure and logical progression. 
 
Demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of the topics/texts. Source 
material and evidence is not always well used. Some evaluation evident, but relies on 
received ideas with little personal opinion. Some attempts at structure. Ideas 
generally not well supported. 
 
Demonstrates only limited knowledge and understanding of the topics/texts. Limited 
range of sources and evidence. Superficial examples. Little relevant 
reaction/opinion/evaluation, generally factual or descriptive, lacks structure and 
order. 
 
The answer shows no relevance to the topic/texts/question. A zero score will 
automatically result in a zero score for the answer as a whole. 
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 Knowledge of Grammar (AO3) 

 
9-10 

 
 

7-8 
 
 

5-6 
 
 

3-4 
 
 

0-2 
 

 
The grammatical structures in the specification are used accurately. There are a 
few errors and these are of a minor nature. 
 
Grammar is sound. Tenses and agreements are reliable, and errors occur only in 
the most difficult areas. 
 
The grammatical structures are known, but success in applying them is 
inconsistent, especially in less common structures. 
 
Evidence of gaps in basic grammar. Common structures are not sound and some 
irregular verbs are suspect. 
 
Errors are elementary and so numerous as to impede comprehension. 
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Notes for answers to questions 3 to 6 
 

Literary Topics 
 

Topic 1: Bengali Fiction 

 

Question 3 (a) 

 

This question asks the candidate to give a brief account of a romantic novel s/he has read and 

reflect on its main characters. The candidate is also required to give opinions on one aspect of the 

novel that fascinated him/her most. 

 
Question 3 (b) 

 

This question asks the candidate to compare a short story with a novel s/he has read. The 

candidate is also asked to discuss a favourite story from a short story book s/he has read. 

 

Topic 2: Bengali Poetry and Drama 

 

Question 4 (a) 

 

In Bengal there are many poets who have written a large number of poems about rural life and the 

environment. This question asks the candidate to give a brief account of one such poem s/he has 

read, giving his/her thoughts and feelings about the poet and his/her style of poetry. 

 

Question 4 (b) 

 

Bangladesh today has improved Bengali play or drama a lot. This question asks the candidate to 

discuss briefly a Bengali play that s/he has seen or read recently. The candidate is required to 

explain his/her favourite character in the play with reasons.  

 

 

 

Non-literary topics 

 

Topic 1: The Emergence of Bangladesh and Bengalis in Britain 

 

Question 5 (a) 

 

This question is about the independence of Bangladesh from Pakistan. The question asks the 

candidate to explain how the then East Pakistan is split into Bangladesh in 1971. The candidate is 

required to discuss various reasons in brief for such split. 

 

Question 5 (b) 

 

This essay is about the young Bengali people living in Britain. The candidate is asked to put 

forward the various problems they are facing today and discuss how they could overcome such 

problems. 
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Topic 2: Bengali Cinema and Music 

 

Question 6 (a) 

 

This topic is on Bengali film that is based on a popular Bengali novel.  It asks the candidate by 

mentioning the name of the director to discuss the film in brief with his/her opinions of the film. The 

candidate must justify his/her opinions. 

 

Question 6 (b) 

 

This question is on Bengali music. There is a wide variety of music such as modern, pop, folk, 

Rabindra and Nazrul songs etc. The candidate is asked to choose one variety of the songs and 

write an informative essay about it. They are also required to give examples of such songs. 
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