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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond the 

scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 
• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
• marks are not deducted for errors 
• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 

question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 

 
 
Science-Specific Marking Principles 
 

1 Examiners should consider the context and scientific use of any keywords when awarding marks. Although keywords may be present, marks 
should not be awarded if the keywords are used incorrectly.  

2 The examiner should not choose between contradictory statements given in the same question part, and credit should not be awarded for any 
correct statement that is contradicted within the same question part. Wrong science that is irrelevant to the question should be ignored. 

3 Although spellings do not have to be correct, spellings of syllabus terms must allow for clear and unambiguous separation from other syllabus 
terms with which they may be confused (e.g. ethane / ethene, glucagon / glycogen, refraction / reflection). 

4 The error carried forward (ecf) principle should be applied, where appropriate. If an incorrect answer is subsequently used in a scientifically 
correct way, the candidate should be awarded these subsequent marking points. Further guidance will be included in the mark scheme where 
necessary and any exceptions to this general principle will be noted. 

5 ‘List rule’ guidance 
 

For questions that require n responses (e.g. State two reasons …): 
 

• The response should be read as continuous prose, even when numbered answer spaces are provided. 
• Any response marked ignore in the mark scheme should not count towards n. 
• Incorrect responses should not be awarded credit but will still count towards n. 
• Read the entire response to check for any responses that contradict those that would otherwise be credited. Credit should not be 

awarded for any responses that are contradicted within the rest of the response. Where two responses contradict one another, this 
should be treated as a single incorrect response. 

• Non-contradictory responses after the first n responses may be ignored even if they include incorrect science. 
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6 Calculation specific guidance 
 

Correct answers to calculations should be given full credit even if there is no working or incorrect working, unless the question states ‘show 
your working’.  

 
For questions in which the number of significant figures required is not stated, credit should be awarded for correct answers when rounded by 
the examiner to the number of significant figures given in the mark scheme. This may not apply to measured values.  

 
For answers given in standard form (e.g. a × 10n) in which the convention of restricting the value of the coefficient (a) to a value between 1 
and 10 is not followed, credit may still be awarded if the answer can be converted to the answer given in the mark scheme.  

 
Unless a separate mark is given for a unit, a missing or incorrect unit will normally mean that the final calculation mark is not awarded. 
Exceptions to this general principle will be noted in the mark scheme. 

7 Guidance for chemical equations 
 

Multiples / fractions of coefficients used in chemical equations are acceptable unless stated otherwise in the mark scheme.  
 

State symbols given in an equation should be ignored unless asked for in the question or stated otherwise in the mark scheme. 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

1(a) excretion ; 
growth ; 
sensitivity ; 
respiration ; 
reproduction ; 

3  

1(b) (group) mammals ; 
(feature) hair / fur / external ears / pinna ; 

2  

1(c) fish ; 
amphibians ; 
reptiles ;  
birds ; 

2  

    

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

2(a) line ending on cell membrane ; 
line ending in the cytoplasm ; 
line ending on or in the vacuole ; 

3   

2(b)(i) 1 cell, is larger / has expanded / has changed shape / AW ;  
2 cytoplasm has increased in volume ; 
3 vacuole, is larger / AW ; 
4 cell wall / cell membrane, is, stretched / AW ; 

2  
 

2(b)(ii) 1 water moves into the, cell / vacuole ; 
 
max two from: 
2 ref. to osmosis ; 
3 through partially permeable membrane ; 
4 cell or vacuole contents / cytoplasm , more concentrated 

than (distilled) water / AW ; 

3  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

3(a) 
 

calcium ions  bone formation 

 

 

fat  growth of 
muscles 

 

 

protein  insulation 

 

vitamin D  

4 one mark for each correct line 
R each additional line  
 
 

3(b)(i) meat ; 1  

3(b)(ii) meat / (white) fish ; 1  

3(c) prevents constipation / adds volume to material in alimentary 
canal / promotes movement (along alimentary canal) / AVP ;  

1  

3(d)(i) any (named) fruit or vegetable ;  1  

3(d)(ii) scurvy / AVP ; 1  

3(e)(i) 12 000 (kJ) ; 1  

3(e)(ii) 20 (%) ; 1 ecf from 3(e)(i) 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

3(e)(iii) (aerobic) respiration ; 1  

    

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

4(a) monoculture ; 
fertilisers ; 
herbicides ; 
insecticides ; 
pollinate ; 

5  

4(b) carbon dioxide ; 
methane ; 
water (vapour) ;  
AVP ;; e.g. CFC’s / oxides of nitrogen / AW  

2  
 

5(a)(i) 
organism number 

producers      2   

herbivores 3 ; 

primary consumers 3 ; 

carnivores 5 ; 
 

3  

5(a)(ii) bird / snake ; 1  

5(b) increases and predation ;  
decreases and predation ;  

2 one mark for each correct sentence 

5(c) energy ; 
organic ; 

2  

5(d)(i) 8 ; 1  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

5(d)(ii) correct order – caterpillar above cabbage and bird above 
caterpillar ; 
 
correct block width – caterpillar 40 small square wide and bird 4 
small squares wide ; 
 
three correct name labels that match the block size ; 

3  
 
 
ecf from 5(d)(i) for bird 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

6(a) any substance (taken into the body), that modifies / affects ; 
chemical reactions (in the body) ; 

2  

6(b) bacterial ; 1  

6(c) 1 resistance to antibiotic A took the longest time (to be 
detected) / AW; 

2 resistance to antibiotic C took the least time (to be 
detected) / AW ; 

3 resistance to antibiotic B was the first (to be detected) ; 
4 idea of the newer the antibiotic the quicker resistance 

developed ; 
5 data manipulation ;  

3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
e.g. idea of years taken to develop resistance in one 
of the antibiotics 
A took 36 years, B took 11 years, C took 3 years 

6(d) mucus ; 
stomach / hydrochloric, acid ;  
hairs in the nose ;  
skin ;  
blood clot / scabs ; 
AVP ;; e.g. tears, vaginal secretions, ear wax, saliva, cilia 

3  

www.xtrapapers.com



0970/32  Cambridge IGCSE (9–1) – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 2020 

 

© UCLES 2020 Page 10 of 12  
 

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

7(a) X – oviduct ;  
Y – uterus ;  
Z – cervix ;  

3  
 
 

7(b) Oestrogen linked to first three boxes: 
 

is a hormone ; 

 

is produced by ovaries ; 

 

makes breasts grow ; 
 

3 one mark for each correct line 
R each additional line 

7(c)(i) (ovulation) 13 / 14 / 15 ; 
(lining shed) 0 / 1 ; 
(lining thinnest) 4–9 ; 

3  

7(c)(ii) egg matures 
 / oestrogen / progesterone / hormone, secreted / AW ; 

1 A formation of Graafian follicle / egg develops 
I eggs produced / made 

8(a) oxygen ; 
glucose ; 

2  

8(b)(i) increases / increases and levels off / AW ;   1  

8(b)(ii) light intensity ; 1 A water availability / pH 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

8(c) 
process area A area B 

photosynthesis   

respiration   

 
;; 

2 one mark per row 

8(d) any two from: 
cuticle ; 
epidermis ; 
palisade (mesophyll) ; 

2  

8(e)(i) xylem ; 1  

8(e)(ii) magnesium ; 1  

8(e)(iii) nitrate ; 1  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

8(f) max. three from each section 
 
carbon cycle: 
1 (plants) absorb carbon dioxide ; 
2 (carbon dioxide ) used for photosynthesis ; 
3 form (named) fossil fuels / can be fossilised ; 
4 store carbon / act as a carbon sink ; 
5 (plants / fossil fuels) release carbon (dioxide), when 

burnt / during combustion ; 
6 release carbon / produce carbon dioxide, during  
 respiration ;  
7 carbon released during decomposition / carbon passed to 

consumers / AW ; 
 
water cycle:  
8 absorb water, via roots / from soil ; 
9 release water (vapour) into the, atmosphere / environment ; 
10 by (evapo)transpiration ;  

4  
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