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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
 the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
 the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
 the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond the 

scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 
 marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
 marks are not deducted for errors 
 marks are not deducted for omissions 
 answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 

question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 
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Science-Specific Marking Principles 
 

1 Examiners should consider the context and scientific use of any keywords when awarding marks. Although keywords may be present, marks 
should not be awarded if the keywords are used incorrectly.  

2 The examiner should not choose between contradictory statements given in the same question part, and credit should not be awarded for any 
correct statement that is contradicted within the same question part. Wrong science that is irrelevant to the question should be ignored. 

3 Although spellings do not have to be correct, spellings of syllabus terms must allow for clear and unambiguous separation from other syllabus 
terms with which they may be confused (e.g. ethane / ethene, glucagon / glycogen, refraction / reflection). 

4 The error carried forward (ecf) principle should be applied, where appropriate. If an incorrect answer is subsequently used in a scientifically 
correct way, the candidate should be awarded these subsequent marking points. Further guidance will be included in the mark scheme where 
necessary and any exceptions to this general principle will be noted. 

5 ‘List rule’ guidance 
 

For questions that require n responses (e.g. State two reasons …): 
 

 The response should be read as continuous prose, even when numbered answer spaces are provided. 
 Any response marked ignore in the mark scheme should not count towards n. 
 Incorrect responses should not be awarded credit but will still count towards n. 
 Read the entire response to check for any responses that contradict those that would otherwise be credited. Credit should not be 

awarded for any responses that are contradicted within the rest of the response. Where two responses contradict one another, this 
should be treated as a single incorrect response. 

 Non-contradictory responses after the first n responses may be ignored even if they include incorrect science. 
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6 Calculation specific guidance 
 

Correct answers to calculations should be given full credit even if there is no working or incorrect working, unless the question states ‘show 
your working’.  

 
For questions in which the number of significant figures required is not stated, credit should be awarded for correct answers when rounded by 
the examiner to the number of significant figures given in the mark scheme. This may not apply to measured values.  

 
For answers given in standard form (e.g. a  10n) in which the convention of restricting the value of the coefficient (a) to a value between 1 
and 10 is not followed, credit may still be awarded if the answer can be converted to the answer given in the mark scheme.  

 
Unless a separate mark is given for a unit, a missing or incorrect unit will normally mean that the final calculation mark is not awarded. 
Exceptions to this general principle will be noted in the mark scheme. 

7 Guidance for chemical equations 
 

Multiples / fractions of coefficients used in chemical equations are acceptable unless stated otherwise in the mark scheme.  
 

State symbols given in an equation should be ignored unless asked for in the question or stated otherwise in the mark scheme. 
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Examples of how to apply the list rule 
 
State three reasons…. [3] 
 

A 1 Correct  2 

 2 Correct   

 3 Wrong  
 

B 1 Correct, Correct ,  3 

(4 responses) 2 Correct   

 3 Wrong ignore 
 

C 1 Correct  2 

(4 responses) 2 Correct, Wrong ,  

 3 Correct ignore 
 

D 1 Correct  2 

(4 responses) 2 Correct, CON (of 
2.) 

, (discount 2) 

 3 Correct  
 

E 1 Correct  3 

(4 responses) 2 Correct  

 3 Correct, Wrong  
 

 
 
 
 

F 1 Correct  2 

(4 responses) 2 Correct  

 3 Correct 
 CON (of 3.) 

 
(discount 3) 

 

G 1 Correct  3 

(5 responses) 2 Correct  

 3 Correct 
 Correct 
 CON (of 4.) 

 
ignore 
ignore 

 

H 1 Correct  2 

(4 responses) 2 Correct  

 3 CON (of 2.) 
 Correct 

(discount 2) 
 

 

I 1 Correct  2 

(4 responses) 2 Correct  

 3 Correct 
 CON (of 2.) 

 
(discount 2) 
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Key Points 
 
 Refer to the Instructions for Examiners (marking scripts on-screen) 2021 booklet for details of all procedures. 
 As soon as you are able (usually about two days after the paper set date), please access the question paper and provisional mark scheme 

from the RM support portal. In conjunction with the provisional mark scheme, browse scripts in RM Assessor (scoris) and feed any issues or 
comments to your Team Leader. 

 The decisions of the Principal Examiner are final, and the final agreed mark scheme must be applied as intended by the Principal Examiner. If 
you are in any doubt about applying this mark scheme, consult your Team Leader by telephone or by email. 

 Please report any serious problems during marking to your Team Leader / Principal Examiner (details in the confidential package).  
 If you require technical support, please contact the RM Helpdesk. If you require administrative support relating to the examination process, 

please contact the CIE Examiner Helpdesk. For all queries relating to payment, please contact Cambridge Assessment Finance Division. 
Up-to-date contact details for each of these can be found in the Instructions for Examiners (marking scripts on-screen) 2021 booklet. 

 The schedule of dates is very important. It is essential that you meet the Batch 1 and Batch 2 deadlines. If you experience problems, you 
must contact your Team Leader without delay. 

 Mark strictly to the mark scheme. All marks awarded must relate directly to the mark scheme. However, always credit correct, relevant, 
science, even if it lies outside of the syllabus content. For answers not provided for in the mark scheme, give as far as possible equivalent 
marks for equivalent work. If in doubt, consult your Team Leader. 

 Never transfer marks allocated for one question item to another. 
 Where work has been crossed out, mark it when nothing else has been written. 
 Do not penalise grammatical constructions / spelling of words that are not in the syllabus, so long as the meaning is clear. 
 Credit should be given to all the candidate’s correct responses, wherever they have been written (including blank pages, around diagrams, 

etc.). 
 Additional materials may be attached and must be checked for candidates’ responses. Show that you have checked blank pages for answers 

by placing an annotation on each blank page. Do not use crosses or ticks for this purpose, unless the points are credited as part of a response 
to a specific question. In this instance, please use the On Page Comment tool to clearly annotate which question part the marks relate to.  

 If the candidate has left an answer blank, or has left a mark / comment that does not in any way relate to the question (for example ‘my dog is 
black’ or ‘----’ or ‘can’t do’ or ‘?’) use the NR (No Response, #) option. 

 Award 0 marks for any attempt which does not earn credit. This includes copying out all / part of the question or any working that does not earn 
any marks (whether crossed out or not). 
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This mark scheme will use the following abbreviations: 
 
;   separates marking points 
/   separates alternatives within a marking point 
()   contents of brackets are not required but should be implied / the contents set the context of the answer 
R   reject 
A   accept (answers that are correctly cued by the question or guidance you have received) 
I   ignore (mark as if this material was not present) 
AW   alternative wording (where responses vary more than usual, accept other ways of expressing the same idea) 
AVP  alternative valid point (where a greater than usual variety of responses is expected) 
ORA  or reverse argument 
underline actual word underlined must be used by the candidate (grammatical variants excepted) 
MAX  indicates the maximum number of marks that can be awarded 
+   statements on both sides of the + are needed for that mark 
OR   separates two different routes to a mark point and only one should be awarded 
ECF  error carried forward (credit an operation from a previous incorrect response) 
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Question Answer Marks 

1(a)(i) organisms that, undergo photosynthesis or chemosynthesis / make their own food (using sunlight) / autotrophic ; 1 

1(a)(ii) transfer of energy / energy flow ; 1 

1(b) decreases dugong population ; 
 
plus any 2 from: 
sea urchin population increases because fewer cod to eat them ; 
 
seagrass population decreases because more sea urchins eating / grazing ; 
less food available for dugongs ; 
fewer sea turtles for tiger shark to eat ; 
so tiger shark eats more dugongs ; 

3 

1(c) nitrates – protein / amino acid production ; 
phosphates – ATP / DNA / RNA / (phospholipid) membranes ; 

2 

1(d) any 3 from: 
energy expended in movement (to catch food) ; 
 
lost as heat / by respiration ; 
lost in faecal matter / death of an organism ; 
to decomposers ; 
not all parts of an organism is eaten / not all organisms at the previous trophic level are eaten ; 

3 
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Question Answer Marks 

2(a)(i) A longlining ; 
 
B trawling ; 
 
C pole and line ; 

3  

2(a)(ii) any 1 from: 
damages sea bed / coral (reef); 
by-catch ; 

1 

2(b)(i) any 2 from: 
natural materials will break down / decompose / biodegrade ORA ; 
less (plastic) pollution ; 
organisms less likely to be tangled in ropes than in mesh ; 

2 

2(b)(ii) any 2 from: 
remove large numbers of fish ; 
leads to overfishing / over MSY ; 
local fishermen unable to catch (many fish); 
ref. to by-catch ; 

2 

2(c)  

 

3 

wood 

aluminium 

fibreglass 

easily 
moulded 

swells and 
shrinks in water 

corrodes in 
seawater 

breaks easily in 
a collision 

dent 
resistant 

renewable 
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Question Answer Marks 

3(a)(i) tectonic plates ; 1 

3(a)(ii) any 4 from: 
plates become stuck on each other ; 
sudden earthquake ; 
(sudden) release + energy / the plates ; 
earthquake / landslide / volcanic eruption ;  
moves / displaces, large volume of water ; 
forms, long wavelength / fast moving wave ;  

4 

3(b) any 2 from: 
wave causes, change / increase, in depth ; 
detects, change / increasing, pressure ;  
idea of, changes in depth / pressure is over a short time span ; 

2 

Question Answer Marks 

4(a)(i) gastropod / cephalopod ; 1 

4(a)(ii) 786 ; 1 

4(a)(iii) any 2 from: 
demand not increased ; 
value of oysters is low ; 
pollution has not affected oyster beds ; 
disease has not affected populations ; 
greater variety of species captured or produced by aquaculture ; 
(Government) quotas applied (to oyster fishing effort) ; 

2 
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Question Answer Marks 

4(b)(i) any 2 from: 
(E) low stocking densities ; 
(E) cheaper to set up / less equipment ; 
(E) relies on natural food source ; 
(E) requires little control of environment / stock ; 
(E) less skilled labour ; 
(E) rarely requires oxygenation ; 

2 

4(b)(ii) trout / salmon / shrimp / prawns / tilapia / sea cucumber ; 1 

4(b)(iii) any 1 from: 
water pollution + from feed / faeces / chemicals ; 
disease / parasite vector ; 
escape (AW) ; 

1 

4(c) A C D E B ;;; 3 

Question Answer Marks 

5(a) structure name function 

X tentacles ; defense / prey capture ; 

Y mesenteries ; increases (digestive) surface area / divides the internal 
body wall ; 

Z mouth / anus ; (movement of) food in + waste out ; 
 

6 

5(b)(i) any 2 from: 
(stinging cells) are on the tentacles ; 
carry toxin ; 
fire out to embed / hit / stick, in prey ; 
capture / stun, zooplankton / small fish / prey ; 
ref. to nematocyst / cnidocyte ; 

2 
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Question Answer Marks 

5(b)(ii) any 4 from: 
photosynthesis (by zooxanthellae) / zooxanthellae is a primary producer ; 
take in carbon dioxide + water ; 
to produce carbohydrate / glucose + oxygen ; 
using light (energy) ; 
(excess) carbohydrates / glucose / energy / nutrients passed onto coral (polyp) ; 
correct ref. chlorophyll ; 

4 

5(c) any 3 from: 
coral reef acts as nursery ground ; 
provides protection / hiding places / fish move elsewhere ; 
fewer fish survive (to reach suitable size) for fishing / maturity / adulthood OR reduced biodiversity ; 
reduces fishery catch ; 

3 

Question Answer Marks 

6(a)  place where buyers and sellers (set the price) of a commodity / service / good / item / fish ; 1 

6(b)(i) overfishing / increased predation / disease / environmental pollution / reduced food / migration ; 1 

6(b)(ii) price would increase ; 
 
due to reduced supply / shortage ; 

2 

6(c)(i) any 2 from: 
an item that is naturally occurring / named example ; 
that can be traded ; 
renewable ; 

2 
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Question Answer Marks 

6(c)(ii) any 2 from: 
provide capital for new fishing equipment ; 
develop international markets ; 
provide infrastructure ; 
provide training / education ; 
protecting the resource (e.g. licensing etc) ; 
any ref. to government involvement ; 

2 

6(d) any 3 from: 
catch up to / set, MSY(maximum sustainable yield) ; 
quotas on catch ; 
licence catches / limit number of boat days to catch ; 
closed areas ; 
closed seasons ; 
restrictions on fishing gear / size of vessel ; 
restrictions on size (of squid) caught ; 
recording / reporting / monitoring, of catches / fishing effort ; 
idea of, enforcement ; 
educate fishermen on sustainable methods ; 

3 
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Question Answer Marks 

7(a)  

pollutant human source 

carbon dioxide burning fossil fuels ; 

plastics  single use drinks bottles / plastic bags / PPE / fishing 
equipment / any named plastic item / other litter ; 

excess nutrients sewage / fertilisers ; 

noise ships / engines / drilling / seismic investigations / wind turbines ; 

toxins oil spill 
 

4 

7(b) any 3 from: 
may ingest it ; 
fill stomach / no nutrients ; 
starve to death ; 
get trapped in it ; 
unable to swim / catch food ; 
drowns ; 

3 

7(c) any 2 from: 
booms (to encircle the spill / contain the spill) ; 
skimmers (collect the contained oil) ; 
detergents (to break down the oil into smaller droplets) ; 

2 

Question Answer Marks 

8(a) Kingdom plantae ; 
Group  flowering plants / seagrass ; 

2 

8(b) Kingdom animalia ; 
Group  arthropod ; 

2 
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Question Answer Marks 

8(c) Kingdom protoctist ; 
Group  (red) algae ; 

2 
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