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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers.
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
» the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

» the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
» the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme,
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

* marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

» marks are not deducted for errors

» marks are not deducted for omissions

« answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The
meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate
responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.
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Part I: Discursive Essay (40 marks)

Accuracy and linguistic range (24 marks) [AO2]

22-24

Excellent

Almost flawless. Excellent range of vocabulary and complex sentence
patterns. Good sense of idiom.

18-21

Very good

Highly accurate. Wide range of vocabulary and complex sentence
patterns. Some sense of idiom.

14-17

Good

Generally accurate. Good range of vocabulary and some complex
sentence patterns.

10-13

Satisfactory

Predominantly simple patterns correctly used and/or some complex
language attempted, but with variable success. Adequate range of
vocabulary, but some repetition.

6-9

Weak

Persistent errors may impede communication. Simple and repetitive
sentence patterns.
Limited vocabulary.

1-5

Poor

Little evidence of grammatical awareness. Inaccuracy often impedes
communication.
Very limited vocabulary.

No relevant material presented.

Developm

ent and organisation of ideas (16 marks) [AO3]

15-16

Excellent

Implications of question fully grasped. Ideas and arguments very
effectively organised, illustrated with relevant examples. Wholly
convincing.

12-14

Very good

Most implications of question explored. Ideas and arguments well
organised, illustrated with relevant examples. Coherent argument.

9-11

Good

Main implications of question explored. Organisation generally clear
but lacking coherence in places. Some relevant examples. Some
ability to develop argument.

Satisfactory

Some implications of question explored. Patchy or unambitious
organisation, but with some attempt at illustration. Some irrelevant
material.

3-5

Weak

Limited understanding of question. A few relevant points made.
Rambling and/or repetitive. Ideas and arguments poorly developed.

Poor

Minimal response. Implications of question only vaguely grasped. Very
limited relevant content. Disorganised, unsubstantiated and
undeveloped.

No relevant material presented.
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Question Answer Marks
Part 1

Candidates are free to interpret the question in any way they wish. The following notes are not
intended to be prescriptive but to give an indication of some of the points which could be made in
response to the question; they are by no means exhaustive.

1(a) «Poccum HyXXeH cunbHbI nugep». CornacHbl nv Bbl C 3TUM 40
MHeHuem?

Opportunity to discuss to what extent the candidate agrees with the view
that Russia needs a strong leader. The candidate might consider history
and discuss the leaders of the country when Russia (or the former Soviet
Union) was at its strongest. S/he might refer to the formation and
expansion of the Soviet Union. The fact that governing a country the size of
Russia, with so many different regions and nationalities, necessitates a firm
leadership is also relevant. S/he will also probably consider what a strong
leader is; is it necessarily the same as a dictator? S/he might also consider
the fact that a strong leader is not necessarily always the best type; it could
be argued that negotiation and cooperation with one’s neighbours could be
seen the best strategy at times. The candidate should explain to what
extent s/he agrees with the statement, supporting his/her opinion with
reasons. S/he might give examples from his/her own experience. The
candidate should end the essay with a conclusion, well-supported by
reasons and justification for this conclusion.

1(b) HyxHa nu ueHsypa B CMU? 40

Opportunity to discuss to what extent the candidate agrees with the
statement that there is a need for censorship of the media. The candidate
will probably use examples from current or historical events to support his
or her argument. S/he might argue that media totally without censorship is
potentially harmful, and that, were everybody to write or broadcast
whatever they like, there would potentially be damage to human liberty and
an individual’s right to privacy. S/he might consider when censorship is
necessary in the interests of security. S/he might equally debate the extent
to which any form of censorship by an external agency is an infringement
to the right to free speech; journalists and broadcasters should be trusted
to decide for themselves what it is and is not appropriate to broadcast. The
candidate should support his/her opinion with reasons. S/he might give
examples from his/her own experience. S/he may, of course, choose to
agree or to disagree with the statement. The candidate should end the
essay with a conclusion, well-supported by reasons and justification for this
conclusion.
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1(c) CornacHbl nv Bbl, YTO €4UHCTBEHHas Lieflb 0bpa3oBaHus - 40

noAroToBUTb MosnoAabIxX nogen K oyagywemy?

Opportunity to discuss to what extent the candidate thinks that the sole
purpose of education is to prepare young people for the future. S/he might
consider the extent to which one’s experience at school prepares one for
the future, both in terms of the knowledge acquired and the soft skills
learned. S/he will most probably also consider to what extent education
provides opportunities for experiences which are beneficial or enjoyable
without necessarily having the aim of being of future benefit; taking part in
sport or residential activities, for example. S/he might conclude that all of
one’s experience in education (whether at school or university) prepares
one in some way for the future, whether or not that is its aim. S/he might
illustrate the argument(s) with examples from his/her own experience. The
candidate should come to a clear conclusion with regard to this question
and offer justification for this opinion.

1(d) CornacHbl nv Bbl, YTO APY3bs O0MNbLe BAUAIOT Ha MONoAbIX NIOAEN, 40
YyeMm UX poautenu?

Opportunity to discuss to what extent the candidate agrees or disagrees
with the statement that friends have a greater influence on young people
than their parents do. S/he might consider the proportion of time spent with
friends compared with the proportion of time spent with parents, peer
pressure, and/or the different influence of friends and parents at different
stages or in different areas of a young person’s life. A young person might
listen to the opinion of his/her friends when deciding what to wear, or what
music to listen to, for example, but take greater notice of his/her parents’
advice when making choices about which subjects to study or which career
path to follow. The candidate will probably consider, too, the extent to
which friends may influence a decision to take up a habit such as smoking,
which parents are less likely to condone. S/he might include examples from
personal experience. The candidate should come to a definite conclusion,
saying to what extent s/he agrees with the statement and supporting this
conclusion with reasons and examples.

1(e) «B 21-om Beke HeBO3MOXHO HaUTU GanaHc mexay paboTon n 40
oTAbIXoM». CornacHbl N1 Bbl C 3TUM MHEHUEM?

Opportunity for the candidate to discuss to what extent s/he agrees with the
statement that in the 215t century it is impossible to find a balance between
work and rest. S/he might consider the pressure on pupils and students to
achieve exam results, or the pressure on workers to prove themselves in
the workplace. S/he might consider the extent to which new mobile
technology makes it possible for people to be available to others at all
hours, not just during working hours, and also the fact that this new
technology makes it possible for people to study and to work at any time
and anywhere, too. S/he might consider to what extent people are able to
find time to relax, looking at the growth in gym membership or the
increasing popularity of pastimes such as yoga and meditation, for
example. S/he might use examples from personal experience. The
candidate should draw a conclusion, saying to what extent they agree or
disagree with the statement, giving reasons for their opinion.
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Part 2: Usage
Exercise 1
2 GannoTuposancs 1
3 jante 1
4 nocTynso 1
5 3aHUMaemcsi 1
6 NPUHEC 1
Exercise 2
7 CerogHs geHb poXaeHus cecTpbl, MO3TOMY S €/ Kynuia TopT. 1
8 Nocne Toro kak Mbl 3aKpbliv ABEPb, Mbl YLUAW HA YIvLy. 1
9 Mow 6paTbsi, C KOTOPbIMU st OBLLAIOCH KaXXayHo Heaento Nno ckamny, XXUBYT B 1
Kanapge.
10 Korga Bbl 6ygete B oTnycke B [epMaHun, NocbinanTe MHE OTKPbITKU. 1
11 4 B nepBLIN pas yBUAEN 3TOTO 04€Hb TANaHTNBOro dyTOonucta, Korga oH 1
urpan B LUKONbHOW KOMaHAe.

ticks into marks.

Exercise 3: award a tick for each correct response, then see the conversion table to turn the

12 B BoOpana
13 C dpaHuy3ckomn
14 A pasnnyHbIX
15 D accouumnpyeTtca
16 D HaceneHus
17 A wus
18 A roToBunucb
19 C KoTOpbIX
20 B ctpaHax
21 D okasana
22 D rogy
23 C 3HaueHve
24 A npasgHukoB
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25 B HekoToOpble
26 C kaptodbens
27 AB
28 D nHocTpaHHoro
29 B Bo
30 D egar
31 C kynbTyp

Conversion table:

Number of ticks | Mark
19-20 10
17-18 9
15-16 8
13-14 7
11-12 6
9-10 5

7-8 4
5-6 3
34 2
1-2 1
0 0
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