
Centre Number

Candidate Number

Geography

Assessment Unit AS 3
assessing

Fieldwork Skills and Techniques in Geography

[SGG31]
THURSDAY 31 MAY, MORNING

ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY (AS)
General Certificate of Education

2018

*
S
G
G
3
1
*

S
G

G
31

TIME
1 hour.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Write your Centre Number and Candidate Number in the 
spaces provided at the top of this page.
Write your answers in the spaces provided in this question 
paper.
Answer all questions.
You are provided with an O.S. map for use with Question 2. 
Do not write your answers on this map.
At the conclusion of this examination, attach your fieldwork 
report and table of data securely to this paper using the 
treasury tag supplied.
There are two pages at the back of this booklet for use as 
continuation sheets as required.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES
The total mark for this paper is 60.
Quality of written communication will be assessed in Questions  
1(b)(ii) and 2(a)(iv).
Figures in brackets printed down the right hand side of pages 
indicate the marks awarded to each question or part question.
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Answer all questions

Submitted summary of fieldwork and table of data.
At the end of the examination these should be attached securely to  

this paper using the treasury tag supplied.

1 (a) Study Resource 1A, which shows some important factors for 
consideration in fieldwork planning.

Resource 1A

Formulation of  
Aim/Hypotheses

Pilot 
Testing

Sampling

Selection of  
Study Location

Risk
Assessment

Use of Secondary  
Sources

Fieldwork Planning

Source: Principal Examiner

  Select two factors from Resource 1A and discuss fully how they 
contributed to your fieldwork planning. 

  Factor 1

[4]
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  Factor 2

[4]
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 (b) (i) Select an appropriate graphical technique to present some or all 
of the data displayed in your table. Your graph must be relevant to 
the aim/hypothesis of your fieldwork. [7] 

Title of Graph 
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  (ii) With reference to any one of the variables displayed on your 
graph, identify and explain one factor which may have influenced 
the accuracy of the data collected in the field.

 [5]
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 (c) Explain the purpose of statistical analysis in a fieldwork investigation 
and discuss why your chosen statistical method was relevant to the 
aim of your fieldwork.

[6]

 (d) Outline one way in which your fieldwork could be extended, and 
explain how this could provide a more reliable geographical 
conclusion.

 [4]
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2 (a) (i) Study Resource 2A (see insert), an Ordnance Survey map 
illustrating part of the course of the River Usk/Afon Wysg in the 
Brecon Beacons National Park, Wales.

   On the grid below, use Resource 2A to draw a sketch map 
representing the area between Eastings 03 and 07 and Northings 
27 and 31.

   Draw and label only the following:
    The course of the River Usk/Afon Wysg [2]
    The National Park boundary [1]
    One spot height [1]
    One tourist activity or facility [1]

 03 04 05 06 07

 03 04 05 06 07

31
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30

29

28

27
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  (ii) Study Resource 2B, a table providing rainfall and river level data 
for the River Usk/Afon Wysg, recorded at a monitoring station in 
grid square 0428 for a 24 hour period, and Resource 2C on  
page 11, a partially completed graph illustrating the data.

   Complete Resource 2C using the data provided in Resource 2B.
 [6]

Resource 2B

Date Time (hours) Rainfall (mm) River Level (m)

3rd December 2015

1200 0.0 1.1

1400 0.0 1.0

1600 2.5 0.9

1800 23.7 0.9

2000 26.5 2.4

2200 8.4 3.2

4th December 2015

0000 4.5 2.5

0200 1.5 1.9

0400 0.0 1.4

0600 0.0 1.2

0800 0.0 1.1

1000 0.0 1.0

1200 0.0 0.9
Source: Principal Examiner

  (iii) Calculate the range for the river level data presented 

   in Resource 2B.           m [1]
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Resource 2C

Rainfall and River Level data for the River Usk/Afon Wysg
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  (iv) Using Ordnance Survey map evidence from Resource 2A, 
explain two factors which may have influenced the rate of change 
in the river level between 1800 hours and 2200 hours at the 
monitoring station in grid square 0428 on 3rd December 2015  
(in Resource 2B).

 [6]
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 (b) A student planned a survey to investigate tourism in the Brecon 
Beacons National Park. Study Resource 2D on page 15 which 
illustrates part of the questionnaire used for data collection.

  (i) With reference to Question 7 in Resource 2D, explain one 
weakness of this style of question.

 [2]

  (ii) State one other weakness in the design of this questionnaire.

 [1]

  (iii) Select one factor from the list below and explain why it needs to 
be considered when carrying out this survey to ensure reliable 
data collection.

    Survey site
    Day of the week
    Month of the year

 [3]
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Resource 2D 
 
 

1. Is this your first visit to the Brecon Beacons National Park? 
 
Yes:  
No:  

 
2. Where have you travelled from to visit the Brecon Beacons National Park? 

 
_________________________ 
 

3. How far have you travelled to get here? 
 

<5 km  25 – 35 km  
5 – 15 km  35 – 45 km  

15 – 25 km  >45 km  
 

4. How much money do you expect to spend during your stay at the park?  
 

<£150.00  £450.00 – £599.99  
£150.00 – £299.99  £600.00 – £850.00  
£300.00 – £449.99  >£850.00  

 
5. Which, if any, of these attractions or popular sites have you visited/do you intend to visit? Tick all 

that apply. 
 

Visitor Centre  Big Pit Mining Museum  Talgarth Mill  
Brecon Cathedral  National Showcaves  Carreg Cennen Castle  

Blaenavon Ironworks  Dinefwr  Garwnant  
Pendryn Whisky Distillery  Craig-y-nos Country Park  Mountain Railway  

 
6. Which, if any, of these activities have you participated in/do you intend to participate in during your 

time at the park?  Tick all that apply. 
 

Stargazing  Visiting restaurants  Water sports  Motorsports  
Walking/hiking  Cycling  Shopping  Other  
Bird watching  Fishing  Sightseeing    

 
7. Please read the statements below concerning the quality of goods and services in the Brecon 

Beacons National Park.  For each statement tick your opinion. 
 
 Strongly 

agree 
Agree Uncertain Disagree Strongly 

disagree 
My accommodation was good value 
for money. 

     

There is a wide range of different 
attractions for families. 

     

The goods and produce available in 
the park are of a high quality. 

     

The level of customer service in 
restaurants/cafes/pubs met or 
exceeded expectations. 

     

Visitor information is easily 
accessible throughout the park. 

     

 
Source: Principal Examiner 

 
Source: Principal Examiner
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  (iv) Study Resource 2E, which shows the results obtained from 
Question 4 in the questionnaire from 1000 tourists, and  
Resource 2F, a partially completed pie chart to illustrate this data.

   Resource 2E

Tourist Spend (£) Number of 
Tourists

Degrees for a pie 
chart sector (°)

< 150.00 53 19

150.00 – 299.99 97 35

300.00 – 449.99 350 126

450.00 – 599.99 286 103

600.00 – 850.00 115

> 850.00 99

 Resource 2F

 Tourist Spend (£)

 

0°

90°

180°

270°

150.00 – 299.99< 
15

0.
00

   1.  Complete the table (Resource 2E) by calculating the missing 
values. [2]

   2.  Using Resource 2E, draw and label the remaining four 
sectors to complete the pie chart, Resource 2F. [4]
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Question
Number

Number your answers clearly

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

Continuation Sheet
(Number your answers clearly if you use this sheet)
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Continuation Sheet
(Number your answers clearly if you use this sheet)
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